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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

The instant application is a national stage entry of PCT/KR04/01013, 
International Filing Date of 04/30/2004, which claims foreign priority to 10-2003- 
0027938, filed 05/01/2003. The application was published on 1 1/1 1/2004 as WO 
2004097662A1 . 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 10/31/2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it 
is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in 
the English language. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. 

The IDS mentions application KR20-301693Y, filed 01/08/03 in Korea. Applicant 
has not provided an English translation of this document. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The claims refer to first level, second level, third level and fourth level. 
The figures refer to level 0, level 1 , level 2 and level 3. 
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Claim 6 reads, in part, "...[providing a return path management system] 
...determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging to a first level, the 
[which?] system identifies..." It is not clear which system is being referred to. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 7 contain the term or [if statements] and "...depending on..." 
The term renders the claims indefinite, since it is not possible to determine the scope of 
the claim as requiring both items or only one of the items separated by the or. For 
purposes of this examination, examiner will give the term its broadest reasonable 
interpretation and consider that the particular condition is satisfied if one of the 
limitations is met. 

Claims 1-9 refer to user authentication. The disclosures also refer to user 
authentication but do not elaborate as to what constitutes user authentication. 

Claims 1-9 are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. At times, it is not 
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possible to determine the metes and bounds of the claims, and what is specifically 

being claimed. For example, claim 2 and 7 refer to ...a billing processing... and... a 

billing processing information... 

...perform a billing processing... delivers a user authentication information and a 
billing processing information in combination with the received order information to the 
provider system in a packetized form, and updates the content database referring to 
contents received from the provider system... 

Claims 2, 5, 7 and 9 refer to update[...] content database, and it is not clear what 
is being updated, and when the updating takes place: 

...updates the content database referring to contents received from the provider 
system, (claims 2 and 7) 

...an update of contents is performed referring to the content database (claims 5 

and 9). 

Claims 1-4 and 6-8 refer to delivering/communicating order information in 
packet[...], encapsulated packet and packetized form to provider. Fig. shows that 
service level, destination URL, user authentication information, billing processing 
information, other order information and application-related information are not part of 
the encapsulated packet. 

Claims 1-9 refer to ordering, order information. The disclosures refer to delivery 
of goods and services, and show that order acknowledgement information is sent from 
reference 600 to a user. Thus, there is no delivery shown for any goods ordered. The 
disclosures support delivery of digital goods, not physical goods. 

Claims 1-9 refer to packet[...] as follows: 

communication packetization, Claims 1 and 6 

communication packet, claim 3, four times 

encapsulated packet of the order information, claim 3, three times 

packetized form, claims 1, 2 and 7 
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It is not clear what is contained in a packet, and what Applicant considers an 
encapsulated packet. Thus, it is not possible to determine the metes and bounds of the 
claims. Further, the Examiner notes that communications over the Internet inherently 
involve packets, as in TCP/IP. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, 

if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gerzberg et al. (US 6,452,923) in view of Official Notice. 

As per claim 1 , Gerzberg discloses return path management method(s) and 
system(s) for managing return paths from user televisions to provider systems (CATV, 
as in Fig. 1E and related text) in packetized form (the Internet, as in col. 1, lines 24-34); 

As per claim 1 , Gerzberg discloses a return path management system which 
delivers return paths from user televisions (Fig. 1 E, CATV) to provider systems in a 
Packetized form, 

comprising a return path server, a provider database, a user database and a 
content database (e.g., col. 33, lines 48-67), 
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wherein the provider database maintains providers information (col. 7, lines 8-26) 
depending on levels which the provider systems belong to and which determine service 
levels, 

the user database maintains users information required for users authentication, 
a content database maintains contents information provided from the provider systems, 
and the return path server receives order information, identifies a provider to whom the 
received order information should be delivered, determines a service level based on the 
level which the provider belongs to in reference to the provider database, and performs 
interpretation and packetization of the order information depending on the determined 
service level. 

As per claim 1 , Gerzberg does not specifically disclose the number of 
servers and databases claimed. Official Notice is taken that the Internet is a network of 
multiple physical and logical servers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Gerzberg and knowledge 
common to those of ordinary skill in the art to disclose, as per claim 1 , a return path 
server, a provider database, a user database and a content database because the 
incorporation of such features is no more than the predictable use of prior art elements 
according to their established function. 

As per claim 2, Gerzberg discloses the return path management system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein the provider database maintains the providers information by 
categorizing each of the provider systems into any one of four levels based on the 
service level requested from the provider, and the return path server identifies the 
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provider and determines the service level referring to the received order information and 
the provider database, and then, 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a first level, the return path server identifies an URL address of the provider system 
from the order information and delivers the received order information to the provider 
system in a Packetized form, 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a second level, the return path server performs a user authentication referring to the 
order information and the user database, and delivers a user authentication information 
in combination with the received order information to the provider system in a 
Packetized form, 

/f the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a third level, the return path server performs a user authentication referring to the 
order information and the user database, extracts a billing information (see, e.g., Fig. 31 
and related text concerning billing features) from the order information (e.g., Fig. 2 and 
related text) to perform a billing processing in contact with a financial server as a 
representative of the provider (e.g., col. 11, lines 31-50), and delivers a user 
authentication information and a billing processing information in combination with the 
received order information to the provider system in a packetized form (e.g., via the 
Internet), or 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a fourth level, the return path server performs a user authentication referring to the 
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order information and the user database, extracts a billing information from the order 
information to perform a billing processing in contact with a financial server as a 
representative of the provider, delivers a user authentication information and a billing 
processing information in combination with the received order information to the 
provider system in a Packetized form, and updates the content database referring to 
contents received from the provider system. 

As per claim 3, Gerzberg discloses the return path management system as set 
forth in claim 2, containing service levels (e.g., Abstract) 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a first level, a packetized communication delivered from the return path management 
system to the provider system contains a service level of the provider, a destination 
uniform resource locator (URL) of the provider system and an Encapsulated order 
information; 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a second level, a packetized communication delivered from the return path 
management system to the provider system contains a service level of the provider, a 
destination URL of the provider system, a user identification information and an 
Encapsulated order information; 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a third level, a packetized communication delivered from the return path management 
system to the provider system contains a service level of the provider, a destination 
URL of the provider system, a user identification information, a billing-processing 
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information and an Encapsulated order information (see, e.g., Fig. 31 and related text 
concerning billing features); and 

if the user's order is determined to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to a fourth level, a packetized communication delivered from the return path 
management system to the provider system contains a service level of the provider, a 
destination URL of the provider system, a user identification information, a billing- 
processing information, other order-related information and application-related 
information. 

As per claim 4, Gerzberg discloses the return path management system as set 
forth in claim 1, wherein the return path management system has a hierarchy structure 
such that determination of the service level to the order information received from the 
user and processing of communication packets delivered from the return path 
management system to the provider system are separately performed (e.g., col. 2, line 
58-col. 3, Iine5). 

As per claim 5, Gerzberg does not specifically disclose the number of servers 
claimed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Gerzberg and knowledge common to those of ordinary 
skill in the art to disclose, as per claim 5, 

the return path management system as set forth in claim 4, comprising a return 
path server and four transaction servers coupled to the return path server wherein the 
return path server receives an order information from the user, identifies the provider 
system to which the order information is required to be delivered and determines the level 
to which the identified provider system belongs, referring to the provider system, and 

a first transaction server of the four transaction servers treats the order 
information to be delivered to the provider system belonging to a first level, 

a second transaction server of the four transaction servers treats the order 
information to be delivered to the provider system belonging to a second level in which a 
user authentication is performed referring to the user database, 
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a third transaction server of the four transaction servers treats the order 
information to be delivered to the provider system belonging to a third level in which a 
user authentication is performed referring to the user database and a billing processing is 
performed in contact with a financial server, and 

a fourth transaction server of the four transaction servers treats the order 
information to be delivered to the provider system belonging to a fourth level in which a 
user authentication is performed referring to the user database, a billing processing is 
performed in contact with a financial server, and an update of contents is performed 
referring to the content database, 

because the incorporation of such features is no more than the predictable use of 
prior art elements according to their established function. 
Claim 6 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 . 
Claim 7 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 2. 
Claim 8 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 4. 
Claim 9 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 5. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Levinson, US 7,222,358 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES ZURITA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571)272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James Zurita/ 
James Zurita 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



